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A knowledge of heredity will reveal the fact that, while correct man-
agement and environment may affect the development of an animal's
inherent qualities, the dominant characters which it possesses are always
established at birth.
(8) Proper Bulking of Milk
The quality of milk from individual cows varies and it is important to
thoroughly mix the milk in the churns so that it will represent the average
quality of the herd. This is particularly necessary when milk is bottled
at the farm. Neglect in this direction has resulted in a wide variation in
the butter-fat content of the highest grades of bottled milk.
DEHORNING
In the past, the horns of various breeds of cattle have always been a
feature of any particular breed, and have been a point which gained favour
in the show ring. Now, however, the modern farmer is beginning to look
with disfavour on what might be termed useless appendages from the
viewpoint of milk production. Further, owing to the loss of many valuable
animals which have received injury from their fellows, the danger has been
more widely recognised. Animals cannot give of their best if frightened,
and fear of a bullying member of the herd may upset the milk yield of
several animals. It has been proved that herds which have been dishorned
have given higher yields than formerly. That dehorning makes for comfort
and absence of fear is most noticeable when animals eat or drink from a
communal trough. It is extremely rare to see more than one horned animal
drink or eat at one time from the same trough. With dishorned cattle,
however, several animals will drink and eat comfortably together. Recently,
the Scottish Ayrshire and the British Jersey Societies have placed dishorned
cattle on an equal footing with horned animals in the show ring, and this
recognition will no doubt be copied in the future by other breed societies.
There are, of course, many breeders who oppose dishorning, stating that the
practice is unnatural, but it is no more so than to expect the high yields
regularly obtained from present-day cattle of good type.
The removal of the horns from partly- or fully-grown cattle is prohibited
by the Animals (Anaesthetics) Act, 1919, unless the animal is under the
influence of some general anaesthetic of sufficient power for the whole opera-
tion. It is the common practice, when dehorning is desired, to treat the
hornbuds of the calf when it is two to five days old by rubbing them with
caustic potash for about a quarter of a minute, the horns being treated
two to four times at five-minute intervals. When caustic potash is used,
care is essential or excessive burning may ensue whilst the calf's eyes may
be damaged by drainage from the treated site. Very satisfactory results
with the use of a flexible collodion solution of antimony trichloride are
reported by Guthrie. This material is easy to apply and is less painful to
the animal than is an alkaline dehorning agent. Electric dehorning or
cauterising apparatus is also available and may be successfully used.
BEDDING
Suitable bedding should always be provided for the animals. If this is
clean and soft, it promotes comfort and cleanliness, and has a decided value.
It also serves to overcome any danger of slipping due to concrete floors,